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MY THOUGHTS...

It is difficult to believe 
that we only have a few 
weeks left of 2018. This 
year has been a time of 
transition for our school 
system and for education 
in Maryland, but I am 
encouraged by what I 

have seen and experienced during my first 
five months as Superintendent. This week 
the Maryland State Department of Education 
released the first Maryland Report Card.  
While all CCPS schools received a 3 or 
higher, we are especially proud that 17 of our 
schools received a 4 or a 5. Our schools are 
student-focused and are working hard to 
provide opportunities for all. This is reflected 
in the Maryland Report Card data and I 
believe that, too, will continue to improve. 
To learn more, visit www.mdreportcard.org. 

Every year during the holiday season, our 
schools, offices, employees, and students 
participate in a variety of activities to support 
those less fortunate whether it is the 
collection of gifts and meals for families in 
need, collecting coats, or raising funds, the 
sense of community always shines especially 
bright in our school system during this 
particular time of year. I am so proud of the 
giving spirit that is part of this organization 
and the work that is done to simply help 
others. It is nothing short of inspiring. 

As always, thank you for your support of 
Cecil County Public Schools

Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Lawson, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools 
Our Mission is to provide an excellent prekindergarten through graduation learning experience that 

enables ALL students to demonstrate the skills, knowledge, and attitudes required for lifelong 
learning and productive citizenship in an ever-changing global society.

GEM Awards Recipients

This month we awarded another round of Going the Extra Mile (GEM) Awards! 
This employee recognition program allows employees to nominate other employees 
for going above and beyond to support their school or department, their colleagues, 
our students, and our school system as a whole. Recipients will be selected several 
times each month and will be recognized by a member of the Leadership Team at the 
school or office of the recipient.  
Congratulations to the following individuals who received GEM Awards!  To learn 
more about the GEM Award program, visit www.ccps.org/gem. 

@DrJalawson

Beth Ayers-Friedel
Cecilton Elementary School

Danielle Hutto
Elkton High School

Farrah Rogers
Cherry Hill Middle School

Upcom ing Dat es
December 24 -January 1-  Winter Break- schools & offices closed
January 2- Schools closed for students & 10-month staff
January 21- Martin Luther King Jr. Day- Schools & offices closed
January 25- Third marking period begins

Van Moore
Maintenance Department

George Rash
Perryville High School

Peggy McComas
Perryville Elementary School

http://www.mdreportcard.org
http://www.mdreportcard.org


 This new program will be offered at the CCST beginning in the Fall of 
2019. The Diesel Technician Program offers training in 
troubleshooting and repairing engines, braking, and cooling systems 
associated with medium/heavy trucks. Students will also  develop 
workplace skills necessary for success in the industry. CCST will host 
an information night on Wednesday, December 19, for anyone 
interested in learning more about this exciting new program.   

PROGRAM FOCUS:
DIESEL TECHNICIAN AT CCST

Cecil County Public Schools does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, gender 
and gender identity, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or disabling condition.

Cecil County Public Schools
Public Information Office

410-996-5474

SOCIAL MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

This week's featured social media post is from North 
East Elementary School's Facebook page.  For the first 
twenty-four days of December,  the school is posting a 
video of a staff member reading a holiday/winter 
story. You can see the first week of videos already 
posted on their Facebook page and be sure to follow 
the page so that you can continue to see the rest of the 
videos coming up throughout the month. Great job, 
North East Elementary! Visit their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/northeastmdstars. 

Follow
 Us!

Congratulations to Diana Hawley, 
Christie Stephens, and Bill Malesh who 
were sworn in on December 3 as 
members of the Board of Education of 
Cecil County. Mr. Malesh begins his 
second term as a Board member while 
Ms. Hawley and Ms. Stephens are each 
beginning their first terms. 

The North East High School Orchestra 
and  the Rising Sun High School 
Chamber Choir each performed  during 
the inauguration ceremony. 

BOARD MEMBERS TAKE OFFICE

Diana Hawley William Malesh Christie Stephens

http://www.facebook.com/northeastmdstars
https://twitter.com/CCPSMD
https://www.instagram.com/ccpsmd/
https://www.facebook.com/CCPSMD/
https://www.ccps.org/Page/3128

